
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Sunday, May 18, 2025  
  Fifth Sunday after Easter 
  Praise Service – 10:30 am   
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Welcome in Jesus’ Name 
May God richly bless you as you worship Him. If you are a guest with us, we want you 

to feel welcome; you honor us with your presence, and we are glad to have you here. 

Please fill out the Attendance Registration form in your bulletin. Prayer requests can 

also be made on the same insert. 

Holy Communion 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper as part of our worship service, on the 1st & 3rd Sunday 

of the month during the 8:30am service and the 2nd& 4th Sunday during the 10:30am 

service.  We invite those who share our confession of faith, namely, that Jesus is truly 

present in, with & under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, life, and 

salvation to commune with us. Those who share a different confession or have not yet 

been instructed in the Lord’s Supper are welcome to come forward and receive a 

blessing.  We offer individual cups.  The light-colored cups in the center are grape juice 

instead of wine.  Pastor will be available prior to the worship service to answer any 

questions about Holy Communion. 
   

To Our Guests 
We often have guests in worship from all over the world. Please introduce yourself to 

Pastor or a Greeter before or after the worship service. 

Restrooms  
Restrooms and changing tables are located out the back of the sanctuary and down the 

hallway. 
 

Out of respect for your fellow worshippers & those who have diligently prepared for this 

worship service, we ask that you silence your cell phones & keep conversation to a 

minimum prior to the service. 
 

Large Print Bulletin: If you desire a sight-saving  

bulletin, please ask an usher. 
 
 

Flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God by 
the LWML, Lutheran Women in Mission 
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Prelude by Mark and Phil 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
Please stand 

 
Opening Song Better is one Day 

  

How lovely is your dwelling place 

Oh, Lord Almighty 

For my soul longs and even faints for You 

For here my heart is satisfied 

Within Your presence 

I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings 

  

            (Chorus-2x) 

            Better is one day in Your courts 

            Better is one day in Your house 

            Better is one day in Your courts 

            Than thousands elsewhere  

              

One thing I ask and I would seek 

To see Your beauty 

To find You in the place Your glory dwells 

One thing I ask and I would seek 

To see Your beauty 

To find You in the place Your glory dwells 

  

            (Chorus) 
               
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Litany 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
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P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P From all sin, from all error, from all evil; From the crafts and assaults of 

the devil; from sudden and evil death; From pestilence and famine; from 

war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion; From lightning and 

tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; By Your 

baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by 

Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; By Your 

glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, 

the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of 

death; and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

P To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors 

and ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of 

Your wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy living; To put an end 

to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who 

have erred and are deceived; To beat down Satan under our feet; to send 

faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany Your Word with 

Your grace and Spirit: 
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C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort 

and help the weakhearted and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from 

discord and strife; to give our country Your protection in every time of 

need; To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless and 

protect our magistrates and all our people; To watch over and help all 

who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all who 

travel; To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant 

children, increasing happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans 

and widows and provide for them; To strengthen and keep all sick 

persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to have mercy 

on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their 

hearts; to give and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and 

graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

P Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles' Creed... 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 
**************************************************************************** 

 

Special Music All the Raindrops - ECC Students 
 

**************************************************************************** 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that 

we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, 

that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where 

true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
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First Reading Acts 11:1-18 

A There is not a special recipe for this. It is simple. The Holy Spirit works 

through the word to change people's heart, and call them into everlasting 

life. It is no longer about Jew or Gentile, but about those who, called by 

the Spirit, believe that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. The First Reading 

is from Acts chapter 11: 

  

 1Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that 

the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to 

Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3“You went to 

uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4But Peter began and explained it to 

them in order: 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a 

vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven 

by its four corners, and it came down to me. 6Looking at it closely, I observed 

animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7And I heard a 

voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; 

for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But the voice 

answered a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call 

common.’ 10This happened three times, and all was drawn up again into 

heaven. 11And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in 

which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12And the Spirit told me to go with 

them, making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 

entered the man’s house. 13And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in 

his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; 14he 

will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your 

household.’ 15As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at 

the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then 

God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” 18When they heard 

these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the 

Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Prayer 

A Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new unto us every 

morning, and though we have not deserved Your goodness, You 

abundantly provide for all our wants of body and soul. Grant us Your 

Holy Spirit that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness 

toward us, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 

obedience; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Second Reading Revelation 21:1-7 

A Jesus is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and end, and the Spring of 

Living Water. All who drink shall experience the new heaven and new 

earth. Simply stated, faith in Jesus Christ is all that is needed for 

salvation. The Second Reading is from Revelation chapter 21: 
  

 1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 

for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, 

the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will 

be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4He will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there 

be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 

away.” 

 5And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things 

new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and 

true.” 6And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of 

life without payment. 7The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will 

be his God and he will be my son.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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**************************************************************************** 
 

Special Music In the Lord's Army - ECC Students 
 

**************************************************************************** 
 

Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks that of Your great 

goodness and mercy Your only-begotten Son became incarnate to redeem 

us from sin and everlasting death. Enlighten our hearts by Your Holy 

Spirit that we may forever give You thanks for Your grace and be 

strengthened in all times of tribulation and temptation; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Holy Gospel John 16:12–22 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 12[Jesus said:] “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 

them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the 

truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will 

speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify 

me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has 

is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

 16“A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and 

you will see me.” 17So some of his disciples said to one another, “What is this 

that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little 

while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” 18So 

they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We do not know 

what he is talking about.” 19Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said 

to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A 

little while and you will not see me, and again a little while and you will see 

me’? 20Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will 

rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21When a 

woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, but when 
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she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a 

human being has been born into the world. 22So also you have sorrow now, but 

I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy 

from you.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Prayer 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, heavenly Father, by the blessed light of Your divine Word 

You have led us to the knowledge of Your Son. Grant us the grace of 

Your Holy Spirit that we may ever walk in the light of Your truth and, 

rejoicing with sure confidence in Christ, our Savior, be brought unto 

everlasting salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 
Sermon Song - Lift High the Cross LSB #837 sts. ref–2, 6 

 

 

 

 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt. 

Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947 
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000826 
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Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Please stand 
 

Offertory Give Thanks 
  

Give thanks with a grateful heart 

Give thanks to the Holy One 

Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son 

 

And now let the weak say, "I am strong" 

Let the poor say, "I am rich 

Because of what the Lord has done for us" 

Give thanks 
 

Prayer Psalm 27 

P Let us pray...The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? When 

evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes, it is they 

who stumble and fall. Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall 

not fear; though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. One thing 

have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the 

house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 

Lord and to inquire in his temple. For he will hide me in his shelter in the 

day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift 

me high upon a rock. And now my head shall be lifted up above my 

enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts 

of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord. Hear, O Lord, when I cry 

aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! You have said, “Seek my face.” 

My heart says to you, “Your face, Lord, do I seek.” Hide not your face 

from me. Turn not your servant away in anger, O you who have been my 

help. Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation! For my 

father and my mother have forsaken me, but the Lord will take me in. 

Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because of my 

enemies. Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses 
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have risen against me, and they breathe out violence. I believe that I shall 

look upon the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living! Wait for the 

Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! 

C We shall wait for the Lord. Amen. 

 
Luther’s Morning Prayer 

P Let us pray together: 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and 

I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 

that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 
**************************************************************************** 

 

Special Music When I Look - ECC Students 
 

**************************************************************************** 
 

Please stand 
 

Lord’s Prayer 241 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Responsive Reading Psalm 148 

P Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the 

heights! 

C Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! Praise him, sun 

and moon, praise him, all you shining stars! 

P Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 

C Let them praise the name of the Lord! For he commanded and they 

were created. 

P And he established them forever and ever; he gave a decree, and it shall 

not pass away. 

C Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, 

fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word! 

P Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 

C Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds! 

P Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 

C Young men and maidens together, old men and children! 

P Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his 

majesty is above earth and heaven. 

C He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, for 

the people of Israel who are near to him. Praise the Lord! 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Song I will Follow 

  

All Your ways are good 

All Your ways are sure 

I will trust in You alone 

Higher than my side 

High above my life 

I will trust in You alone 

  

  (Chorus) 

  Where You go, I'll go 

  Where You stay, I'll stay 

  When You move, I'll move 

  I will follow You 

  Who You love, I'll love 

  How You serve I'll serve 

  If this life I lose, I will follow You 

  I will follow You 

  

Light unto the world 

Light unto my life 

I will live for You alone 

You're the one I seek 

Knowing I will find 

All I need in You alone, in You alone 

  

  (Chorus) 

  

  
The Dismissal 

P Go in peace and serve the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Postlude by Mark and Phil 
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We can face competing priorities when we think about planning our estates someday. 

This month we will consider the balance of future needs with present needs. Most 

consider family inheritance as something that happens at the end of life. Yet in 

current circumstances, family needs might make sense for creating a current 

distribution to family. How much can you give family today? Your LCMS 

Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can assist you in understanding. Contact Tony 

Hunt 260-222-1291 or tony.hunt@lfnd.org  
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Opportunities at Shepherd of the Coast 
8:30 am – A traditional worship service in the classic Lutheran liturgical style. 

9:30 am – Sunday School / 9:30 am – Adult Bible Study  

10:30 am – Praise Service – A contemporary worship service that is geared to 

families with young children. 

 

 

 

Church Staff  
 

Pastor: Chad Czischke 

Office Phone: 954-772-8010 ext. 222 
Cell: 313-378-5833  

Email:  pastorc@shepherdofthecoast.org 

 

School: Principal: David Harvin 
Office Phone: 954-772-5468, ext. 228 

Email: dharvin@shepherdofthecoast.org 
 

Early Childhood Center Director: Faith Grambow 
Office Phone: 954-772-5468, ext. 224 

Email:  fgrambow@shepherdofthecoast.org 

 

 

 

 

   1901 E. Commercial Boulevard  

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33308  

Church 954-772-8010 +  

School 954-772-5468  

               FAX 954-772-2232 
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